
 
 

BOARD BRIEFING 
April, 2008 

 
Board Briefing is a summary of St. Tammany Parish School Board action taken at the 

April 10, 2008, School Board meeting and is not intended to be a complete accounting of 
Board action. 

 
 
Superintendent’s Award for Outstanding Character and Citizenship Presented 
Awards were presented to the winner and finalist of the annual Superintendent’s Award 
for Outstanding Character and Citizenship. The 2007-2008 winner is the Abilities 
Awareness Day Program at Mandeville Middle School.  The finalist for the award is 
Mary Byrd, a teacher at Folsom Elementary School.  Both winner and finalist received a 
special plaque presented by Superintendent Sloan. As winner of the award, Mandeville 
Middle School will receive a $1,000 contribution from Capital One Bank.  The 
Superintendent’s award is given annually to encourage and recognize extraordinary acts 
of character, citizenship, and service by individuals, groups, and/or schools within the 
School System. 
 
Schools Receive Louisiana Accountability Rewards  
Twenty schools in the System received Louisiana Accountability rewards totaling almost 
$477,000 for meeting or exceeding growth targets and showing progress in accountability 
subgroups.  Recognized were: 
        
   Exemplary Academic Growth 
      Abita Springs Elementary School  $24,998  
      Chahta-Ima Elementary School                $14,191      
       Covington Elementary School  $19,642 
       Creekside Jr. High School   $23,667 
      Lyon Elementary School              $20,213 
      Fontainebleau Junior High School $30,608  
      Monteleone Jr. High School  $17,550 
      Madisonville Jr. High School  $24,238 
      Pontchartrain Elementary School  $31,432 
      Whispering Forest Elementary School $19,959 
      William Pitcher Jr. High School  $15,173  
      Woodlake Elementary School  $25,854 
 
Recognized Academic Growth   
       Boyet Jr. High School                 $17,184   
       Covington High School                 $34,489   
       Cypress Cove Elementary  $16,762   



       Fontainebleau High School  $51,138 
       Honey Island Elementary School $16,550    
       Magnolia Trace Elementary School   $20,290 
       Northshore High School   $34,848  
       Pearl River High School   $17,839 
 
Leonard P. Monteleone Technology Award Presented 
The fifth annual Leonard P. Monteleone Technology Award was presented to Vicki 
Martinez, a fourth grade teacher at Abney Elementary School, for effective integration of 
technology into the school curriculum and classroom. 
 
School Nurse Day Proclaimed 
The Board passed a resolution supporting May 7, 2008, as a national day of recognition 
for school nurses.  The day is designed to honor school nurses and express appreciation 
for their care and contributions to the overall development of school children. 
 
Substitute Appreciation Day Proclaimed 
Recognizing the important contribution that substitute personnel make to maintaining 
continuity of instruction and positive learning environments for students, the Board 
proclaimed April 15, 2008, as St. Tammany Parish Public School System Substitute 
Employee Appreciation Day. 
 
Salmen High School Educator and Coach Recognized 
After completion of another successful basketball season at Salmen High School, in 
which the varsity team made it to the semifinals of the Louisiana State AAAA division 
championship , coach Jay Carlin was recognized before the Board for his outstanding 
record as a coach, teacher, and mentor to students during his 33 years of service to young 
people.  Mr. Carlin has an exceptional 72% winning record with the teams he has 
coached, has passed the 600 game winning mark, and has earned numerous honors 
throughout his career, including being twice named State of Louisiana Coach of the Year.  
  
Swift Construction of New Highway Interchange Urged 
A resolution was passed urging Parish and State officials to cooperate in expediting 
funding for construction of a new interchange at the intersection of Highway 1088 and 
Interstate 12.  The interchange is needed to improve traffic flow and safety in the area of 
the new high school scheduled to open for the 2009-2010 school year. 
 
Approval Given to Participate in Legal Action Regarding Funding of Employers’ 
Contribution to Employee Retirement Systems 
By resolution, the School Board gave approval to participate with other public school 
boards in any legal action taken to require that the State of Louisiana uphold the law that 
the State Legislature must provide funding for the employers’ costs of contributing the 
Louisiana School Employees Retirement System and the Teacher’s Retirement System of 
Louisiana.  Since passage of the law in 1974, school systems have had to bear the 
increasing expense, because of the State’s failure to fund the contribution.   
 

http://www.stpsb.org/files/Info_2008-05-07.pdf
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Centralized State Collection of Local Taxes Opposed 
A resolution was passed opposing House Bills 440, 442, and 453, proposed during the 
March 31, 2008, Legislative Session to centralize collection of local sales taxes to Baton 
Rouge. The bills remove the responsibility from a sole collector in each parish, who has 
experience with tax sharing agreements between each municipality and parish 
government and can offer more specific and timely reporting of tax collections.   
 
Advertising for Bids for General Obligation Bond Purchase Authorized 
Advertising for bids for the sale of $67 million in General Obligation bonds was 
authorized to begin implementation of the $167 million bond reauthorization approved by 
voters March 8, 2008.  The funds will provide for facilities, technology, and security 
initiatives outlined in the bond reauthorization capital improvement plan. 
 
Supervisor of Elementary Instruction Appointed  
Amiee Woessner, currently Principal at Folsom Elementary School, was appointed a 
Supervisor of Elementary Instruction in the Curriculum and Instruction Department of 
the School System.  Mrs. Woessner is filling the position left vacant by Cheryl Arabie 
when Mrs. Arabie was appointed Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and 
Instruction. 
 
Pearl River Early Childhood Center Principal Appointed 
Dr. April Whitfield was appointed Principal at the Early Childhood Center in Pearl River, 
which is scheduled to open for the 2008-2009 school year.  Dr. Whitfield currently is 
Assistant Principal at Cypress Cove Elementary School. 
 
Parking Lot for Salmen High School Approved  
The new student parking lot at Salmen High School was approved as substantially 
complete, subject to recommendations of the architect, completion of the punch list, 
submission of all regulatory requirements, and approval of Superintendent Sloan.  
 
Renovations and Additions to Covington High School Approved  
Library renovations and the administration area addition to Covington High School were 
approved as substantially complete, subject to recommendations of the architect, 
completion of the punch list, submission of all regulatory requirements, and approval of 
Superintendent Sloan.  
 
Additions to Little Oak Middle School Approved  
The new eight-classroom wing and cafeteria addition at Little Oak Middle School were 
approved as substantially complete, subject to recommendations of the architect, 
completion of the punch list, submission of all regulatory requirements, and approval of 
Superintendent Sloan. 
 
Practice Field and Parking Lot Improvements for Fontainebleau High School 
Approved  
Improvements to a practice field and expansion of a limestone parking area at 
Fontainebleau High School were approved as substantially complete, subject to 



recommendations of the architect, completion of the punch list, submission of all 
regulatory requirements, and approval of Superintendent Sloan.  
 
Bid for Drainage Project at Madisonville Elementary School Rejected, Low Bid 
Meeting Specification Accepted 
The bid submitted by Ridge Construction, Inc., for drainage work at Madisonville 
Elementary School was rejected for not meeting bid document requirements.  The low 
bid meeting plans and specifications, submitted by Great Southern Dredging, Inc., was 
accepted in the amount of $252,800.  
 
Bid for Stadium Waterproofing at Covington High School Accepted 
The low bid submitted by Western Waterproofing Company of America, Inc., was 
accepted for waterproofing the football stadium at Covington High School. The bid 
amount is $148,500, and the funding source is the Parishwide Construction Fund.  
 
Bid for Turning Lanes for New Early Childhood Center in Pearl River Accepted 
The low base bid meeting plans and specifications for construction of turning lanes at the 
Early Childhood Center in Pearl River was accepted. Boh Bros. Construction Company, 
LLC, submitted the low bid in the amount of $575,000.  The Parishwide Construction 
Fund is the source of funding. 
 
Architects for Two 2008 Bond Reauthorization Projects Approved 
The architectural firm of Perez, APC, was approved for a classroom addition at Creekside 
Junior High School, and Argus Architecture Engineering, LLC, were approved for 
renovations at Slidell High School.  Both projects are included in the March, 2008, Bond 
Reauthorization capital improvements plan. 
 
New Architectural Service Agreement Approved 
A new architectural service agreement revising the 1975 document was approved to 
clarify language in the existing agreement and to revise the fee schedule to more closely 
reflect current fees adopted by the State of Louisiana.  The new agreement raises the fee 
schedule to the average of the 1975 and 2007 State formulas. 
 




